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Agency:  Commerce, Community and Economic Development
Grants to Municipalities (AS 37.05.315)
Grant Recipient:  Haines Borough

Project Title: 

Haines Borough - American Bald Eagle Foundation Eagle
Mew / Raptor Center

State Funding Requested: $ 375,000 House District: 5 - C
One-Time Need

Brief Project Description:
The Bald Eagle Foundation in Haines has purchased land and a steel structure to house their Eagle
Mew/Raptor Center.  The funding requested would go towards the actual construction of the center.

Funding Plan: 
Total Cost of Project:  $500,000

Funding Secured Other Pending Requests Anticipated Future Need

Amount FY Amount FY Amount FY

There is no other funding needed

Detailed Project Description and Justification:
The American Bald Eagle Foundation (ABEF) in Haines has a great national and international reputation.  Located just a
few miles from the worlds largest bald eagle preserve, its mission is to educate people about the American Bald Eagle and
to protect it where they can.  The ABEF has already purchased the land for this project.  They have also obtained the
necessary permits and materials to construct the Eagle Mew/Raptor Center.  The funding requested will allow the ABEF to
erect and complete the building.

Once built, the facility will house three or more bald eagles for educational purposes.  The ABEF will only hold eagles that
cannot be returned to the wild and they will be cared for by their on staff mater falconer who has over 35 years of
experience in raptor handling and public education.

The holding center will generate much needed revenue and new employment opportunities in the Haines Borough.

The ABEF has never requested funding from the legislature before and the facility will be self sustaining.

Project Timeline:
Funding will be received in July of 2008, RFP's will go out in the fall, construction will begin in the spring of 2009.

Entity Responsible for the Ongoing Operation and Maintenance of this Project:
Haines Borough
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Grant Recipient Contact Information:
Contact Name:  Robert Venables, Haines Borough Manager
Phone Number:  907-766-2231
Address: P.O. Box 1209. Haines, AK  99827
Email:  rvenables@haines.ak.us

Has this project been through a public review process at the local level and is it a community priority? X Yes No
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